Experiments Exporting from TMG v3.6a/v4.0 to GEDCOM v5.5





General Observations…





Custom tags with only a Principal 1 (P1) are best exported by leaving the GEDCOM field on the Tag Type Definition Screen blank. (This explains why some of the tags in the default list have blank GEDCOM fields.) All witness links will be lost. The tags will be exported as:





1 EVEN


2 TYPE tagname





The sentence structure might be copied to the memo so that the essential tag data is exported. If you use the memo field for text, the TMG memo field elements (M1, M2… M9) would allow both memo text and sentence structure text to be entered into the memo field.





Custom tags (non-family) with P1 & P2 need to have an acceptable GEDCOM 5.5 individual attribute or event tag or they won’t export (i.e., enter an appropriate tag name into the GEDCOM field on the Tag Type Definition Screen). They will appear under P1 and P2. The custom tag name will be lost. You could edit these entries to 1 EVEN 2 TYPE entries in the GEDCOM. All witness links will be lost. The sentence structure might be copied to the memo to make these tags make sense.





Custom tags with P1 & P2 using an acceptable family event tag will export as family events. If P1 & P2 are married, custom tags with P1 & P2 and with the GEDCOM field on the Tag Type Definition Screen blank will export as family events with the structure:





1 EVEN


2 TYPE tagname





Some programs will import these family tags into marriage facts or the marriage note. Neither is a very useful outcome for data which in most cases is probably intended to be reported as individual events (and it would be better to assign an acceptable individual event GEDCOM tag to these custom tags). All witness links will be lost.





Custom Tag with P1 & P2 Export Summary --
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ADDR and PHON tags are not allowed as individual attributes or events in GEDCOM 5.5 so TMG will not export them as such. Export address tags under an unused acceptable v5.5 tag name (for example, BARM) and use global search & replace to change them to ADDR in the GEDCOM file. The phone # field is not exported so phone #s need to be entered into a TMG telephone tag, exported under a dummy tag like address tags and then converted to PHON tags. Other programs may or may not import the ADDR and PHON tags.





TMG does not export dates for note tags. The GEDCOM v5.5 NOTE STRUCTURE apparently has no provision for a +1 DATE so this is following the rules but means data loss. Note tags with P1 are exported as individual events. Note tags with P1 & P2 (married) are exported as family events. Note tags with P1 & P2 (unmarried) are not exported. In the previous tests, the standard (default) note tag definition contained NOTE in the GEDCOM field. If the GEDCOM field is cleared, none of the TMG individual or family note tags are exported.





You can use the work-around for the date problem suggested for ADDR tags. Export note tags under an unused acceptable v5.5 tag name (for example, BASM) and use global search & replace to change them to NOTE in the GEDCOM file. The note tags with P1 and with P1 & P2 (married) will be exported as individual tags with a date.





It recently dawned on me that there is a much simpler fix for the NOTE tag date problem. Go to the tag type definition screen for TMG note tags and clear the GEDCOM field. In other words, don’t specify the GEDCOM tag used to export TMG note tags. Now your TMG note tags will be exported as EVEN (event) tags of type NOTE and will include dates. You might also want to apply this fix to any other TMG tags being exported as GEDCOM NOTE tags.





Census is a real problem since CENS is an acceptable GEDCOM 5.5 family event. TMG will export all CENS with P2 into family structures (including P1, P2 & witnesses) from which nothing will import witnesses. TMG will import the tags with P1 & P2. Some programs will import these CENS tags into marriage facts or the marriage note. Neither is very useful.





I enter the HOH as P1 and everyone else as witnesses. The census tags were exported as CENS. This forced the tags to appear in the GEDCOM under the P1. All witnesses were lost so census was actually exported only for HOH.





You might consider having a tag in TMG for each census entry for each individual (i.e., no P2 and no witnesses). This would conform with the recommended NARA citation recommendations for census. I would suggest two tags, one for HOH and one for all others in the household, each tag with its own sentence structure. The TMG v3.6a ‘copy tag’ facility would make this very easy to do.





How to make a sentence structure that would reflect the HOH for other household members — add the name of HOH to the memo field and use the following sentence structure:





[P] was enumerated in the census of <[M]> <[D]> <[L]>





Another trick might be to use witnesses but list all witnesses in the memo field so a record of the non-HOH persons is exported.





Another problem is name variants. Some programs either don’t import name variants, import name variants incorrectly or both. In the latter case, the result would be that only one name variant is be imported and it’s not the primary variant so you have no choice but to limit the GEDCOM to primary variant only. (In a TMG GEDCOM export, the primary name variant will come first. This is correct. However, some programs incorrectly consider the last encountered name variant to be primary.)





Working Rules — 


To export all data for individuals, all witnesses must be moved to P1 with their own tags and the sentence structures of custom tags (as well as some others) copied to memos so exported tags make sense. 





Only acceptable family events should have a P1 and P2. Don’t use CENS as a family event (in other words, don’t add P2 to TMG census tags).





All data to be exported must use legal GEDCOM 5.5 tags or have the GEDCOM field of the Tag Type Definition Screen left blank. Note that some default TMG tag types have inappropriate GEDCOM tags for v5.5 entered on the Tag Type Definition Screen and need to be corrected.





There is a problem exporting both the ID numbers and Reference numbers since TMG exports both as REFN; however, it is NOT necessary to export ID numbers and this option should not be ticked. TMG uses the ID numbers to build the GEDCOM INDI (individual) numbers. All programs (except apparently FTW) will retain these record numbers for the imported database (an option in some programs) so your numbers will be carried over.





Exporting surety is meaningless since TMG allows multiple surety values per citation and only one is exported. Those tested programs which used surety or some equivalent all did it differently. Surety almost always leads to problems or greatly increased cleanup on the import end.





Sources not cited will not be exported. Some source details are typically lost but what counts usually exports. Repositories not linked to a cited source as the primary repository will not be exported.





Bottom line — With proper preparation, you can export most TMG data into a v5.5 GEDCOM but the resulting GEDCOM will probably require some editing before the data is appropriately set up for import to another program.





Import Experiments… (this section is in the process of being updated)





Personal Ancestral File (v3.0M) — Imported primary name variant correctly, alternate names to notes. Expects suffixes in TITL tags so didn’t place name suffix from NAME tag into Title field (stayed with given name). All unrecognized material put into notes but many legal tags not recognized and tag notes dropped. Most incomplete GEDCOM import that I’ve ever seen. Flagged as not recognized: CENS (dropped all data), OCCU (kept memo only), RESI (dropped all data), EVEN (dropped all data), etc. Dropped all dates & places from tags put into notes.





Personal Ancestral File (v4.04) — Only imported the primary name variant although the program has fields for other variants. Expects suffixes in TITL tags so didn’t place name suffix from NAME tag into Title field (stayed with given name). All EVEN tags apparently were imported but the memos from these tags were added to the notes without any provision to connect the event to the correct note. Some events in PAF have a Description field that the memo can be moved to while other events don’t. Using the verbose listing file will simplify the clean-up process. Alternatively, by ticking ‘Include listing file data in notes,’ all of the omitted data and clean-up recommendations will be imported to the notes. 





Generations (v4.2) — Imported primary name variant correctly, alternate names to notes. Expects suffixes in TITL tags so didn’t place name suffix from NAME tag into Title field (stayed with given name). Between dates not recognized and put into notes (‘BETWEEN 1920 AND 1921’ doesn’t work, ‘1920-1921’ works). Does a nice job of putting tags which don’t have a designated field into Miscellaneous Notes field. Some citations dropped from individual facts. Most citations to notes seem to be there; a few were erroneously added, a few dropped & a few changed! All references imported to reference list. No provision for citation detail. Repositories not imported. One OCCU tag (1st?) inserted into designated field and remainder dropped rather than being added to notes. No GEDCOM error log.





Generations (v8.0) – First name and last name and suffix were imported to the correct fields. Multiple imported names were concatenated (Parthenia/Partheny Winham/Dalrymple/Gardner). This behavior is not optional and can only be averted by limiting the GEDCOM to the primary name. A TITLE tag (Miss) preceding a NAME tag ended up in the suffix field. All events/facts were imported as event tags. ‘Between… and’ and ‘From… to’ dates are treated as irregular. (The Gen8 ‘custom date’ and ‘sort date’ feature has some serious problems.) Unknown tags were marked as *NEW [tagname] and the event name can be edited. NOTE tags were imported to the Misc Notes field and each note has its sources attached. ADDR tags were imported but will require cleanup. Citation detail and repositories were imported. Source components were imported to structured fields. All sources will require cleanup. No GEDCOM list file. I found one person where two GEDCOM tags had been combined (DEAT and EVEN) and the data scrambled. The resulting Death event had the EVEN tag’s date and memo ands the sources from both. This glitch could not be reproduced.





Family Tree Maker (v5.0b) — Imported primary name variant but no other variants. Names are displayed as John\Byram\ after import (no space and \\ present). Need to revise the GEDCOM to add spaces (John /Byram/ Jr.). This corrects the FTM display problem. (from Cassandra Davis via Gary Ruppert on TMG-L: "Export the imported FTM file back out as another GEDCOM file and then �re-import it. The slashes will disappear on the re-import.") Notes from EVEN tags were not put into Comment slots. All missing notes are in the person’s notes field disconnected from facts. They could be moved one-by-one to comments/location field if they will fit. Dates with ? flagged and not imported. ADDR tags not imported and all tags subordinate to ADDR flagged. Change Date tags imported into notes. FTM doesn’t display a change (last edited) date. Sources: QUAY went into Source Text. Memo went into Source Quality. To clean this up, all sources required editing after import. Repositories not imported. NCHI not imported. Record numbers not retained. FTM appears to number all individuals sequentially as they are imported and doesn’t display the record number.





Family Tree Maker (v7.5) — 





Family Origins (v7.0) — Incorrectly imported the last of multiple name tags as primary and dropped others. Had to remake the TMG GEDCOM ticking the ‘Names: Primary only’ choice and tick the TMG NPFX/NSFX option for prefixes/suffixes to be handled properly. Didn’t import ADDR, NCHI.





Family Origins (v8.03) — Incorrectly imported the last of multiple name tags as primary and dropped others. Had to remake the TMG GEDCOM ticking the ‘Names: Primary only’ choice and tick the TMG NPFX/NSFX option for prefixes/suffixes to be handled properly. Didn’t import ADDR.





Legacy Family Tree (v2.0 10/27/98) — Imported names correctly w/variants. Can change event/fact name after import. Only tag flagged was NCHI (was imported and added to marriage notes). Only one non-standard date was groused about (Fall 1904) and was inserted into the date field as well as added to notes. All TMG GEDCOM data was imported by Legacy!





Legacy Family Tree (v3.0 06/13/00) — If a Legacy note field contains multiple GEDCOM 1 NOTE tags, there is no longer a connection between each note and its source although all of the sources will be attached to the Legacy note.





TMG (v3.6a) — Only one error with importing its own GEDCOM. Two repositories had name extended to 2 CONT line. TMG flagged both of these and dropped CONT line. This is fixed in v3.7.





TMG (v4.0c) — 





Ultimate Family Tree (v2.8) — Imported primary name variants but not other variants. BETWEEN AND dates seen as irregular. Dates with appended ? seen as irregular. UFT has no provision for two-part dates (Bet and, From to) but accepts all irregular dates. ADDR were imported but have place element alignment problem. Because there is no place detail field, many place names have place element alignment problem in spite of place-holding commas (need to customize field names after import).





Ultimate Family Tree (v3.10) — 
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