Word Macro to Fix TMG4 non-English Narratives With Flawed Birth Tag Sentences

By Frank van Thienen

Introduction.
For non-English journal narratives, when a child has no descendents, TMG 4 may produce an awkward sentence like (translated back into English):

  John Doe.  He, son of etc.

  Jane Doe.  She, daughter of etc.

instead of

  John Doe, son of etc.

  Jane Doe, daughter of etc.

This is an easy fix with a Find/Replace function, except when TMG is asked to produce a People index.  When an index field is placed between the period and the string "He, son of" then a simple Find/Replace no longer works.

The attached Word macro function will fix this.

When activated, the user will first be asked to input the search string to be replaced, e.g. "He, son of"

then for the replacement string, e.g. "son of".  Both strings are case sensitive.

The macro will then search for the string, replace the period to the left with a comma, and replace the search string with the replacement string.

Caution:  Make sure that the search string provided does not occur in any other situations, or else . . .
Installation.
1. Create a new macro (Tools/Macro/Record new macro)

2. Name it as you wish, or as per example below, "FixHeShe"

3. Optionally assign a toolbar button or key-combination

4. Stop recording (i.e. nothing is done)

5. Edit this macro (Tools/Macro/Macros, select FixHeShe and click Edit), add the word  fnFixHeShe  immediately above the line End Sub

6. Before closing the editor, hit Ctrl-End to move you to the bottom of the macro editor.

7. Select all of the text between the double lines, below, then Copy/Paste it into the macro editor.

8. Close the macro editor.

Example:

Sub FixHeShe()

'

' FixHeShe Macro

' Macro recorded 2002/08/09 by Frank van Thienen

'

fnFixHeShe

End Sub

Running the macro.

1. Save the document, in case the result is not as expected – possibly create a backup copy.

2. Activate the macro.

3. An input box will prompt you to provide a search string, such as "He, son of" - click OK.

4. Second input box will ask for the replacement string, e.g. "son of" - click OK.

5. The macro will go through the whole document and correct the flawed sentences.

NOTES:

*  Input strings without the quotes;

*  Strings are case sensitive

*  Where two spaces exist between a period and the start of the next sentence, place one space ahead of the string in the first input box.

'==START OF FUNCTION===edit below this line at your own risk===========

Function fnFixHeShe()

'

'This macro will modify non-English narratives (created by TMG4) 

'that have created an odd sentence structure, like:

'  John Doe. He, son of etc. and etc.

'to:

'  John Doe, son of etc. and etc.

'

'NOTE: only intended where the above sentence contains an index field.

Where this field is

'      not present, a simple Find/Replace will do the trick.

'

'The macro will prompt the user for the string to be modified,

'then prompt for the replacement string

'

'search string input

Dim MessageSrch, TitleSrch, strSearch

MessageSrch = "Enter the string to be modified (case sensitive)"   ' Set

prompt.

TitleSrch = "He/She text to be modified (e.g. 'Hij, zoon van')"    ' Set

title.

' Display message, title

strSearch = InputBox(MessageSrch, TitleSrch)

'replacement string input

Dim MessageRepl, TitleRepl, strReplace

MessageRepl = "Enter the replacement string (case sensitive)"   ' Set

prompt.

TitleRepl = "And the correct string is . . . (e.g. ', zoon van')"    ' Set

title.

' Display message, title

strReplace = InputBox(MessageRepl, TitleRepl)

 With ActiveDocument.Content.Find

 'check for the presence of any occurrences of the search string

   .ClearFormatting

  Do While .Execute(FindText:=strSearch, Forward:=True, _

           Format:=False, MatchCase:=True) = True

    With Selection.Find

     .Forward = True

     .ClearFormatting

     .MatchWholeWord = True

     .MatchCase = True

     .Wrap = wdFindContinue

     .Execute FindText:=strSearch

'search backward for the nearest period, type a comma over the selection

    Selection.Find.ClearFormatting

    With Selection.Find

        .Text = "."

        .Replacement.Text = ""

        .Forward = False

        .Wrap = wdFindContinue

        .Format = True

        .MatchCase = False

        .MatchWholeWord = False

        .MatchWildcards = False

        .MatchSoundsLike = False

        .MatchAllWordForms = False

    End With

    Selection.Find.Execute

    Selection.TypeText Text:=","

'find the offending string to the right and attack

    Selection.Find.ClearFormatting

    With Selection.Find

        .Text = strSearch

        .Replacement.Text = ""

        .Forward = True

        .Wrap = wdFindContinue

        .Format = True

        .MatchCase = False

        .MatchWholeWord = False

        .MatchWildcards = False

        .MatchSoundsLike = False

        .MatchAllWordForms = False

    End With

    Selection.Find.Execute

    Selection.TypeText Text:=strReplace

    End With

     .Forward = True

     .ClearFormatting

     .MatchWholeWord = True

     .MatchCase = True

     .Wrap = wdFindContinue

     .Execute FindText:=strSearch

  Loop

End With

End Function

'==END OF FUNCTION===edit above this line at your own risk===========

